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English ways, if, finding her hustand delayed, she starts a meal
without him.)
The boy then feasts with other young boys, who must all be ,
celibate and not yet invested with the sacred thread.1
.    After the feast is over, the boy is decked with jewels and
seated to the west of the sacred fire and to the right of the
.priest who is his guru or preceptor.   The guru tells the lad to
say after him :  c I wish to enter the Brahmacarya state *, and
then, 'Let me,become a Brahmacari*.
Up to this time, the child, if under five, has very likely been
quite naked, or if not more than eight, may just have worn a tiny
piece of cloth ; but from now on he must never be naked, but
will wear a loin-cloth even when bathing. So as these words
are said, two pieces of yellow cloth are handed to.the boy, one
to wear and one to tie later on to his bamboo, and a piece of
.yellow string with which to tie it, and appropriate mantras are
recited. Then, whilst more mantras are said, a string made
of munja grass 2 is tied round the child's waist. In this string
;as many knots are made as there have bttnPravara amongst
his ancestors.
, To possess Pravara is a great heritage, for they are saintly
men who through their holiness won the great reward of being
allowed to see Brahma, (A Brahman readily understands the
splendour of our Lord's promise: c The pure in heart shall see
God'.)
Everything about the sacred cord is symbolic: its length is
ninety-six times the breadth of the four fingers of a man, the
reason given being that a man's height is ninety-six times the
breadth of one finger; whilst each of his four fingers represents
one of the four states his soul experiences from time to time,
namely, the three states of waking, of dreaming, and of dream-
less sleep, and also the i fourth' state, that of the Absolute
Brahma.
1 In Gujarat, boys who have not yet received the sacred thread are
known as Batu, or Batuka.
8 Saccharum Munja? a kind of rush.